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In  1977,  a  c o n f e r e n c e  on phi ' losophy, r e l i g i o n  and development was 


o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  depa r tmen t  o f  ph i losophy  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  


Khartoum. Hakan Tbrnebohm (who was t h e  f i r s t  p r o f e s s o r  of  ph i losophy  


i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Khartoum, from 1957 t o  1963) and I (who l e c t u r e d  


t h e r e  from 1961 t o  1966 and r e c e l v e d  my Ph.D. t h e r e  l n  1965)  saw t h l c  


a s  a welcome o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t s  wr th  t h e  U n l v e r s l t y  


of  Khartoum and t h e  Sudan. The c o n f e r e n c e  was u n u s u a l l y  s t i m u l a t l n g ,  


and we dec ided  t o  pu r sue  some o f  t h e  themes of t h e  confe rence .  We 


fo rmula t ed  a r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  "Resea rch ,  E t h i c s  and 


Development - Research P o i i c y  i n  t h e  Sudan". The a ims of  t h e  p ro -  

j e c t  can be  sunnned up a s  f o l l o w s  ( t h i s  is  t h e  t e x t  i - c luded  i n  t h e  

Norwegian Development Research Ca ta logue  1981) : 

The  a i m  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  w o r k  o u t  a c o n c e p t u a !  a p p a r a t u a  
w h i c h  i s  a d e q u a t e  f o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  
r e s e a r c h  &..b d e v e l o p m e n t .  One o f  t h e  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t s  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  i s  c u r r e n t  t h e o r i e s  o f  s c i e n r i f i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  9 y  
g e n e r a l i z i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p a r a d i g n ,  w h i c h  i s  t a k e n  f r o n  
t h e  t h e o r y  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t o  a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i t  i s  h o p e d  t o  
s h e d  some l i g h t  on  e x i s t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s c i e n c e s  ( i n  a 
b r o a d  s e n s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h e  h u m a n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s )  
The  e m p i r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i s t a  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  v a r i o u s  
p r i n t e d  a n d  m i r n e o g r a p h e d  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  t h e  S u d a n .  The p r o -
j e c t  i s  i n t e n d e d  a e  a s t e p  t o w a r d s  t h e  d e v e l o p r n e n t  o f  a 
p h i l a s o p h y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

With economic s u p p o r t  from NORAD (and i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  a l s o  NAV. 

and SAREC), Hdkan Tdrnebohm, D r .  I b rah im Ahmed Qmar (head of  t h e  

depar tment  of I s l a m i c  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Khartoum) and I 

in t e rv iewed  s m e  twen ty - f ive  r e s e a r c h e r s  and r e s e a r c h  a d m l n l s t r a t o r s  

a t  t h e  f o u r  n a t i o n a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  f o r  

Research i n  t h e  Sudan. On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of  t h e  i n t e r -

views,  we have now p u t  t o g e t h e r  an  e d i t e d  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  

and p rov ided  them w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  which h e l p  t o  g i v e  a h i s t o r i c a l  

and s y s t c m a t l c  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  r e s e a r c h  s c e n e  i n  t h e  Sudan 

("Development and Research i n  t h e  Sudanw,  e d i t e d  by Tore Nordenstam, 

manusc r ip t .  476 p p . ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  A  number o f  working p a p e r s  and r e s e a r c h  

r e p o r t s  have a l s o  been produced by Hdkan Ternebohm and myse l f .  



(Cf.  t h e  l i s t  of r e f e r e n c e s  below.) The p r o j e c t  was concluded w i t h  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  e n t i t l e d  " Q u e r i e s  abou t  Development",  which was orga-  

n i z e d  by fiakan Tbrnebohm i n  W t e b o r g  i n  September 1984,  w i t h  p a r t i -  

c i p a n t ~  f rom S c a n d i n a v i a  and t h e  Sudan r e p r e s e n t i n g  such  f i e l d s  a s  

t h e o r y  o f  s c i e n c e ,  f o l k l o r e ,  I s l a m i c  s t u d i e s ,  s o c i a l  work, human 

geography,  b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and l i t e r a t u r e .  

A  r e d  t3read i n  o u r  work i s  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between t e c h n o c r a t i c  and 

h u m a n i s t i c  u r a c t i c e s  o f  develoument.  I n  t h e  k i n d  of  development 

p r a c t i c e s  which have s p r e a d  n o t a b l y  a f t e r  World War I I ,  t h e  emphasis  

l i e s  c l e a r l y  on t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and economic a s p e c t s  of  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  

and t h e  p l a n n i n g  p rocedure  t a k e s  p l a c e  above t h e  heads  o f  t h o s e  who 

w i l l  be immediate ly  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  changes  i n  t h e  env i ronmen t ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e  t h e  herdsmen l i v i n g  around a  r i v e r .  W e  u s e  t h e  t e r m  * 
" h u m a n i s t i c  p r a c t i c e s "  a s  a  g e n e r a l  name f o r  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r e a k  t h i s  

p a t t e r n .  I n  h u m a n i s t i c  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  emphasis  is on t h e  peop le  

concerned:  human conce rns  a r e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  development p r o j e c t s :  

and t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  is  c a l l e d  i n  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  

of  t h e  p r o j e c t  on ly .  I n  o u r  i n t e r v i e w s ,  we found a  g e n e r a l  d i s s a t i s -  

f a c t i o n  w i t h  c u r r e n t  development t h i n k i n g  and a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s e a r c h  

f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e n s .  "One o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l -  

t i e s  of  development  i s  t h a t  you employ peop le  t o  a d v i s e  you a s  e x p e r t s  

who d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know", s a i d  one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  and 

r e s e a r c h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  t h e  Sudan, P r o f e s s o r  Mohammed Omer B e s h i r  

a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Af r i can  and Asian S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  

Khartoum. "What happens i s  t h a t  peop le  who a r e  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  

and l t s  c o n d i t i o n s  g l v e  you say  two m i l l l o n  pounds f o r  f e a s i b i l i t y  

s t u d i e s .  At t h e  end you f i n d  t h a t  two t h i r d s  o f  t h l s  money goes  

back t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  which g i v e s  t h e  a i d  and t h e  money, d i r e c t l y  o r  

i n d i r e c t l y .  I t  i s  n o t  deve loprny  t h e  Sudanese.  I t  i s  deve lop inq  

o t h e r s . "  S i m i l a r  i d e a s  were e x p r e s s e d  i n  s o  many words by most o f  

o u r  ~ n t e r v i e w e e s .  For d e t a i l s ,  I have t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  volume 

Development and Research i n  t h e  Sudan. 
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