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Hhea teachlng nsra:. philoxopby to Su{auese studeatol

I Sradually lrecene tntsrseted ln thelr ora ethlcal Ldeas and

d,eEtde* to slake &n inyeetågatlon sf their våere on the sthiEs

of rLrtuer oB xhtch I hsrd found that easy of then had vory

definl te oplnione . §ame students volusteered to so*oporate,

end I nade & eerles of interyLsre Blth thes rhieh ssrs tnpe-

recerded. aad then tranaeribcå. the analysta of ths tredl-

tional $udanese virtues in P*rt II of, thia book ts based o$

these lntervisra anci sour€ written stateuents by ths

lnforsents. fhe Lnt*ry{§r$s and e§,§}eys er§ && lntegral pert

of the rorki they fors Fart ÅII Ef ttre book,

ån lavestlgetiqn of thte kla{ rsleee å number of Seneral

nethodolo6ical and theoretlcel probleu§. fhoy &re tre*ted

in Fart I rhich outllnee & frauesork for {,he analyais of that

fre6nent of ldeologiao rhich 1e coneerned slth persona} ldoalg.

tho import af, theee lnqulrtee into the nature of etbtcal

etrsteaa extends, ho§€vsr; to tbe other §,re&s of døecråptl.ve

aså ssr&&tive ethlcs, $CI that the bosk could be såid to

contala the outlånee of & §resra&Es f or soral ptrl Losophy.

fa fill in soee of the back6rsund agaiast rhish thls

book hag been rrltten I xould like to drar* attentlsn to three
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f ac to rs rhi ch hav+ dsne ueuch tE lnf luesee contcepsråry

uoral. phtloEophy, X$ the ena}ytical tradttl.ou at least.

thc fLrst factor is tha tredttlonal phtloaophieal quort fer

sinplicity. Århilsaophere have trted to flad slraplo sets

sf elnple ruJ.ee ln ethlesl they havo trled to flrd *tmple

decislon proeodureo, they have trisd to reduce sosa soasepto

to othsr esasepts I and so orlr Tha queat f or st nplLct ty hao,

ia ny oplaLonl done nuch to iæpoverish noral phlloeophy,

eape*ial}y sl.ncE it hae of ten beea couple d rl th the &ssueptl,on

that ethical rules should be unl,vCIraelly eppll.eable. fhor§

doos not BcEGr to be r'rueh of, ånterost ln sthlce rhlch ls both

yery eiu,ple and of uniy'.;rea] applLcetion.

the sscond factor I rant ts drar attortton to Le the

wldestrrread vi.er thst Eeraetive et,hies 1s inherestly lrrational

and that normatåvi* ethåcn theref ore fa.i.}s outsLse thr åeop§

ol' ac:adetsic philosophy (*xcept as ån abjeet f or ri Gtastutlleai.

Untter the lnflu*nea af lntuåtLonl."i*,, esstlviam and. value

,iinfllseir Born&tivei ethics * rhlch certainly ou6ht to be

the r:aLn prsocsrÅpr;tisn of sorsL lrhilosoErhers * has co&s tp

be &§ alur*st totally nogJ,ected fåeld, it Baees ro&aonable

ts &Bsuns that elso the mtudy o.f sret*etirica hae suffered frou

thl s X.eck of l atexes t ia noreettve prs blaæs .

§tre thi rd f ec tor nhi cb hae done uueh to lnf lu*nse nodsrn

msral phl,tosophy le tbat 8o Bany moral phtlssophera fteht sby
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of ths lde& of conducting empX.rLcal roaoarch or 6?€r of

taklng ths resulte of emplrlcal rssearch ånto Bccount.

§hese throo asaueptlons thet ethlce ts elmple, that

etbr.es le lrrational, that ethlcs c&a prsfttably be puroucd

ln leolståon fron tbe eoclal ecisa§€s, psychology, etcr -
ar&, $,n luy opinLon, not ua.rr&ated at all. f lrs baet artl.dote

egalnet auch nlsrs ls to hava & close and unproJudtced lsok

at souo outatendiag noral problanås sr s.t sotså actual ethieal

systena. §o uuch for the background of thc bosk.

I hope that the eopLrlcal epp}laatlon of the tbEoretLcal

f,r§,nerork ln Pert II (anil §art III ), bosLdes Ll"lustrattng ay

gsneral §.Bproachl u111 be of aerus practlcal value to

educatlonlste anf, othero, but I rould like to eaphaelss that

the enplrloel tnvostigatlon ls qf ån exploratory naturo.

Ite neln purpose Ls to ].oad up to the formatlon of hypotheess

to bo tested ln further roseassh.

The t aterost rith rhleh & great nuanber of eJr colloaguee

snå frlsnde havt follo$sd the proJect hes bsea & esnstnnt

§surce of Gncouragemeut to §Br Sy thanks &re duæ to all of

thsn f,or thelr asslotaacc, an$ sspseially to Prof. Å.S.

Csvendt sb anå å3rof , §. Tårnebobm, rl th rbon I have dl scusgsd

tseny of the topics of thta bosk tn dot*ll. Aboyo allp I

rou}d llke to Gxprsss sry gratttude to tbe Lnformants for thalr

Lnvaluebls so-operatlon.
§hertoua, Fabruery 1965,
Tore §oråene tas


