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SUENZSY P THE STUDENTS  IN TEE WMOIVERSITY OF KEARGOUM

. Introduction

In the 1962/63 session, students of the Social Studies Society in the
University of Khartoum conducted a survey of the student population which
provides information of a complementary and supplementary nature to that which

(1),

students with the aid of university staff members, covering the following

wzs presented in an earlier report A questionnaire was drawn up by the
“opics: personal variables, family background, financial position, academic
performance, acamedic and social activities, vacation activities, reading
habits, staff-student relations, religion and polities. Complaints and
suggestions were also solicited (See Appendix). Some of the questions had

to be left out in the analysis because of deficiencies in the questionnaire.

A total of 923 questionnaires were filled in and returned,
representing 55% of the total student population in the University of Khartoum
at that time. The response rate varied considerably between the faculties.,
(Table 1).

Table 1. Response Rate By Faculty.

Faculty(e) Number of Number of Response
student? respondents rate
1962-63(3) %
Agriculture 45 1 0
Arts 348 199 57
Economics 297 173 58
Engineering 183 62 34
Law 149 80 54
Medicine 192 2 1l
Science =7 393 90
Veterinary Science 33 7 18
No faculty stated - 6 -
Total 1689 923 55

(1) T.S. Nordenstam & D.J. Shaw, The Student Commmity in an African
University. I (stencilled report, The Institute of Development
Studies at the University of Sussex, January 1967).

(2) The Faculty of Pharmacy received its first students in 1964.
(3) Source: University of Khartoum Administration.
(4) Less than 1%.

*We wish to thank the Social Studies Society for permission to make use of this
material; +the students who assisted in the analysis of the survey data; and the
Research Committee of the University of Khartoum for financial assistance.
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Cwing to the lcw response rate froc the faculties of Agriculture,
Medscine, and Veterinary Science, these faculties have been excluded from the
enaiysis. The remaining 907 respondents represent a response rate of 64% of
the total number of students in the faculties of Arts, Economic and Social
Studies, Engineering and Architecture, Law, and Science in 1962/63.

The data were analysed manually with the help of students during the
long vacation in 1966, The work was intended to stimulate their interest in

research and give them some experience in the handling of survey data.

2. Student Background

The information in the questionnaires on student age and home
province can be compared with the figures obtained from the analysis of the
admission forms for the students in the University of Khartoum in March 1966.
(Tables 2 - 3).

Table 2. Student Age.

Age Questiommaire Admission
respondents forms
% %
- 20 38 42
21 - 25 60 51
26 - 30 2 2

Table 3. Students by Province.

Province Questionnaire Admission
respondents forms
% %
Northern 27 25
Khartoum 25 23
- The Three Towns 23 21
Blue Nile 19 26
Kassala 5 6
Kordofan 9 )
Darfur 2 4
Bahr El Ghazal, 4 4
Equatoria,
Upper Nile
Outside Sudan 1 1
Not known 6 1
Total number of students 907 2,372

The distributions over ages and provinces in the two surveys are
very similar, which may be taken as an indication that the questionnaire
respondents were representative of the university as a whole. Recruitment
to the University of Khartoum from the various provinces in the Sudan is
gkow, riverain Sudan being highly over-represented in relation to both total

population and number of economically active persons.
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Some 5% of the total student population in 1962/63 were female(l),
wnereas 4% of the respondents to the student questionnaire were female. %
of the respondents stated that they were married, and 3% that they had one

child.

The majority of respondents' fathers were between 41 and 60 years
old. Mothers appear to have been approximately ten years younger in general.
(Table 4).

Table 4., Parents' Age.

Age Father Mother

% %

- 30 - 1

31 - 40 2 35
41 - 50 29 39
51 - 60 32 12
61 - 70 13 2
70 - 6 -
Dead 7 T

The proportion of student fathers with more than one wife was
higher than for the Sudan as a whole (Table 5).

Table 5, Number of Wives.

Number of wives Respondents' Sudan (2)
fathers 1955/56
One 65 78
Two 15 12
Three 3 2
Four and more 3 0.5

University of Khartoum students appear to come from homes where
parents have received formal education to a significantly higher extent than
for the country as a whole (Table 6).

(l) Source: University of Khartoum Administration.

(2) First Population Census of Sudan 1955/56, Final Report, Vol.l,
Department of Statistics, Khartoum, March 1961, Table 4. 6.
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Table 6. Parents' Education.

Level of education Respondents'  Adult Respondents' Adult
fathers males mothers females

Total Total
Sudan(l) Sudan(l)

% % % I3

No school 27 78 T4 97

Subgrade 14 14 1 1

Elementary 20 5 8 1
Intermediate 9 1 2 -(a)
Secondary and above 14 1 1 ~(a)

(a) Below 1%.

1% of respondents' fathers had received university education; 7% had
been to the Gordon Memcrial College, 1% had received technical education,

and 5% had received secondary education. No mothers had received post-

secondary education.

The size of respondents' families of origin is indicated by the following
table:

Table 7. Father's number of children and other dependants.,

Number Children Dependants
% %

1 -2 3 21

3=5 17 19

6 - 10 51 9

11 - 20 14 3

20 - 2 - (a)

Other answer,

No answer, Nil. 15 il

(a) Less than 1%.

26% of the students' fathers were farmers, and 18% were shop-keepers.
Other occﬁpational groups were all small. There seemed to be no

significant inter-faculty variatiocns.

For fathers' monthly income, the figures can be compared with the
results of the admission form analysis (Table 8). The questionnaire

flgures are probably more reliable, since the questionnaires were filled

(1) First Population Census of Sudan, Final Report, Vol. III, Table 8,2.
Figures refer to males and females over puberty. The disparity
between respondents' parents and the country as a whole is greater
than these figures indicate, since formal education is more wide=~
spread in the lower age-groups.
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in arcnymousliy, whereas tnhe information on the admission forms was stated

< be required for the assessment of fees and bursaries,

Table 8. Father's monthly income.

Income Respondents' Admission
(Ls) fathers forms
% %

Nil 6 9
Up to 5 7 12
6 - 10 11 13
11 - 25 21 15
26 - 50 15 9
51 - 75 4 it
76 - 100 > >
Over 100 7 4
Other answer,

No answer 24 S

38% of the respondents paid university fees, compared with 40% for the
university as a whole.(l) 48% of the respondents received university
bursaries(z), and 8% scholarships. 33% of fees were paid by respondents'
fathers, 5% by respondent brothers, 3% by mothers, and 9% were paid from
other sources. 23% of the respondents stated that they paid their fees
regularly. 67% stated that they obtained financial help from family or

other sources. 54% regarded the help they received as insufficient.

3. Student aspirations.

As in the admission form material, the Faculty of Science was by far the
most popular first choice for entry into the University (Table 9).(3)

Table 9. Student first choice of faculty.

Féculty of Respondents ?dm;251on
first choice % ;r

Arts 5 4
Economics 18 21

Law (Civi: & Sharia) 13

Science (Biol. & Maths.) 62 67

(1) Source: University of Khartoum Administration statistiecs.
(2) 26% for the whole university according to the Administration statistics.

(3) Students in the Faculties of Agriculture, Engineering, Medicine,
Pharmacy and Veterinary Science first spend one or two years in the
Faculty of Science.



64% of the respondents stated that their first choice was made out of
interest for the subJject, and 35% said that it was based on considerations

of career,

The Faculty of Science had the highest proportion of students actually
in the faculty which they had given as their first choice, and the Faculty
of Arts the lowest proportion (Table 10).

Table 10. Students actually in faculty of first choice.

Faculty Respondents
Arts 20
Economics 68
Law (Civil & Sharia) 76
Science (Total) 84

- Science (Biol.) 36

- Science (Maths.) 48

The questions concerning failure and repetition had regrettably to
be discarded owing to the absence of information on the distribution of
respondents over the years in each faculty, which rendered it impossible
to draw inferences concerning failure and repetition rates by faculty and

(1)

year.

L., Academic activities

40% of the respondents spent between 11 and 15 hours per week in
lectures, and 34% between 16 and 20 hours. 12% spent 10 hours or less
and 12% 21 hours or more in lectures. Students in, the Faculty of
Engineering appear to have a heavier lecture load, 44% of the respondents
froh that faculty stating that they had 21 hours or more of lectures per week.
The lecture load in the Faculty of Law appears to be lighter than in the
rest, 50% of the respondents stating that they had ten hours or less of

lectures per week.

63% of the respondents stated that they had up to 5 hours per week of
seminars, ranging between 43% in the Faculty of Science and 85% in the

PFaculty of Law.

3%% of the respondents stated that they had up to five hours per week of
practicals, 15% that they had 6 - 10 hours per week, and 18% that they had
11 - 15 hours per week. Respondents in the Faculty of Science had a
considerably higher load of practicals than the rest (40% had 11-15 hours

per week).

(L) On the basis of the admission form material, it was estimated that
5% of the first year students were repeaters, 15% were repeating the
second year, 20% the third year, and 18% the fourth year.



21%k of the respondents stated that they spent up to 5 hours per week in
the library, 26% that they spent between 6 and 10 hours per week in the
library, and 18% that they spent between 11 and 15 hours per week there.
4% said that they spent more than 25 hours per week in the library.

11% of the respondents said that they did not follow lectures in
English easily, ranging between 3% in the Faculty of Engineering and 21%

in the Faculty of Economics.

46% said that their time-table was crowded. Only 6% in the Faculty of
Law found this to be the case, whereas 76% and 81% in the Faculties of
Science and Engineering respectively stated that their time-tables were

over-crowded,

5. Soeial activities, interests and habits.

The questionnaire sought after information on a wide range of student
social activities, interests and habits. The main results may be

summarised as follows:

Table 11. Social activities, interests and habits.

Activity Respond- Activity Respond-~
ents (%) ents (%)
1. Clubs and societies: 5. Religion:
- Membership 70 Belief in God 90
~ Committee membership 18 Muslims 86
-~ Non-University club Christians 4
membership 26 Regular praying 32
- Home Town (village) Fasting Ramadan 64
club membership 51
2. Drinking and smoking:
Drinking 34 6. Interest in political
Drinking frequently 13 problems:
Smokers 43
~ 1-5 cigarettes/day 27 - International ok
n - Regional 93
- 6-10 1% - National ol
- Over 10 " 4
3. Weekends and vacation
activities:
Weekends outside University 65
- With friends 37 7. Staff-student relations:
-~ With relatives 64 .
Vacation work 37 Visited staff houses 21
Vacation tours 37 - At least once per
. s month to Sudanese
4, Reading habits: Staff house 13
Reading English-language
newspapers and magazines 68 - At least once per
Reading Arabic newspapers month to expatriate
and magazines 93 staff house 12

Number of books (other
than textbooks) read

per year: Invited staff to Union

-Up to 5 o9 or hostel 12
- 6-10 23
- More than 10 36

| T \ POy h




61% of the respondents said that they spent up to 5 hours per week in

cafés, and 21% between 6 and 10 hours.
5 hours per week on sporting activities with very small inter-faculty
Other student social activities are high-lighted by the

differences.

following table:

66% said that they spent up to

Table 12. Soecial activities.,
Activity Frequency of visits per week in percentage of
respondents:
. ~ Other No
Nil 1 2 3 4 5 ©6=10 11~ answer answer

Cinema 5 30 28 13 5 2 5 1 8 2
Union 6 10 12 12 11 22 9 6
Stadium 38 15 7 2 1 - 1 - 8 28
Entertain- 53 6 5 - - _ - _ 8 =

ment places

6. Conclusion

From the analysis of the questionnaires, a picture of the student

community in the University of Khartoum begins to emerge. The questionnaires:.

give additional information not covered by the admission forms, especially

covering the students' home background and social life.

Much more detailed

work remains to be done, and it is hoped that staff and students in the

University at Khartoum will Jjoin to undertake such research in the future.

BRIGHTON, January 1967

T. S. NORDENSTAM
D, J. SHAW
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FACULTY

CODE

Ll

FAMILY BACKGROUND

1.1

FATHER

ANSWER

CODE

1.1.1
1.1.2
1.1.3
1.1.4
1.1.5
1.1.6
1.1.7
1.1.8
1.1.9

Employment e
Number of wives . .
Number of children . . .o
Number of other dependants...
Monthly income............

Total income of earning
members of family.. . ...

1.2

MOTHER

ANSWER

CODE

1'2 ol
102¢2
1.2.3

Level of education ...

b e 1 oY

PERSONAL INFORMATION

CODE

201
2.2

2.3
2.4

ALE oo
Place of Birbth e s
Marital
Number of children ... ...

status o,

ACADEMIC HISTORY

ANSWER

34541
3.5.2
3.5.3
3.5.4

Secondary School . ..

What was your first choice? ..

Was it career or interest? ... .

Date of entry to University. ...

How many subjects you failed

Preliminaxy. . .
Intermediate
Third-year

FPourth-year ..

Fiftr-vear
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3.5.6
3.6

3.6.1
3.6.2
3.6.3
3.6.h
3.6.5
3.6.6

Sixtr-year

Have you repeated in
Preliminary? .. v
Intermediate? ...
Third-year?. . . ...
Fourth-year?.. . .
Fifth-year? . e
Sixth-year?. .

l{-o

PRESENT ACTIVITIES

ANSWER

CODE

L.l
h.1.1
h.1.2
L.1.3
ho1.y
h.i.5.
h.1.6
L.2

4,3
4.
L.
L.h.2
h.4.3
L

4.6
k.7

4.8

Average hours per week in ...
LeCctures . o e
SemiINars .. e
Practicals e
LibXrary e
CATE e

Do you follow lectures in

English easily? -
Is the time-table crowded? .

Average times per week in: ...

O3 a1y 17 N SRR B

Entertaining places, e.g.
National Theatre . e

Are you a member of any
society or club? ...

State whether ordinary or
committee~member.

Are you a member of any non=-
University club?.. . .

Do you spend much time there?

5.

VACATION ACTIVITIES

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

Did you work last vacation?

Did you go on any tour?. ...
How many times? ... e

Do you belong to any
society or club at home?.




6.

FIXANCIAL POSITICH

LTt
r.th"’.__R

AT
s

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

6.7

Do you pay any fees? . ... ..
Do you receive bursary? . .-
Did you get any scholarship?
Who pays your fees?. .. .. ... .
Do you‘pay fees regularly?....

Do you get any financial
help from family or any
other source?..

Is it enough? . o

7.

BEHAVIOUR

ANSWER

CODE

7.1
7.2
73
Tk

5

7.6
7.7

Do you drink? ... ..

Frequently? .. . -

DO FOU SMOKE T coooeceaemeieees e vt | coreers st eaeeseres oo

State average cigarettes

Do you spend week-ends
outside the University? -

With Jour 1elativesT. o o fomn e ceseesesosises ] coomsssss s e oo e

With your friends?.. o

8.

STAFF-STUDENT  RELATIONS

8.1
8.2

8.2.1
8.2.2
8.3

8.k

Have you ever visited a
Staff-house? e

State frequency of visits

Sudanese staff-houses. .o
Non~Sudanese staff-~houses .. .

Do you invite staff-members
to Union or hostelf..m ..

How many times per month?-... ..

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

ANSWER

CODE

9.1
9.2
9.2.1

9.2.2
9.3
9.3.1

9.3.2

Do you believe in God?.. .

Are you a Moslem? ...

Do you do your prayers
regularly? . .. .o )

Do you fast Ramadan? ... ...
Are you g Christian? .. .o

Catholiec, Protestant or
COPLAICT e

Do you go to church regularly?

U



2. SZ W= RAL READING ANSWER CODE
ez Z¢ ycu read English~language
newspapers and magazines? ...
iz —0 you read Arabie newspapers
and magazines?. . ... e e e
2.2 Zow many books, other than
text~books do you read
annUaLLIY Z. e . s
.- Do you know or study any
language other than
English and Arabic? md e ] s
_l.3 2003 0 117 ¥'e o ST S
11. POLITICAL PROBLEMS ANSWER CODE
11.1 Are you interested in inter-
national political
PLODLEMSE D - oo e ,
11.2 Are you interested in
regional political
problems? .o e oo e o | e e e o
11.3 Are you interested in
national political
PLODLEMS T e v | ot e s
12. COMPLAINTS ANSWER CODE
122 OO SRR [ UROV IS
12.2 SN [T [
2 T OSSOSO [OOSR
120 i e e
=0 S OSSR PSS SSRESR Y [
13. SUGGESTIONS CODE
5 2 OO OO S NN
B0 e oo nees e eeeeee oot e e sesessesreremeenmmerereesrere | cereretrre
13.3 et e e st e
S —

13.5
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